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Former Clackamas County commissioner may have fled US before her trial 

OREGON CITY, Ore. (KOIN) — Former Clackamas County Commissioner Melissa Fireside is now 
believed to be on the run — possibly overseas — after state prosecutors say she fled Oregon with 
her 9-year-old son just weeks before her trial on felony theft charges. 

According to court filings, prosecutors first learned the former commissioner may have skipped the 
country when her son’s father called — after discovering the boy had been suddenly pulled from 
school. 

Investigators now believe Fireside used a fake ID and an Austrian passport to leave the U.S., with 
travel records showing a flight from Mexico to Amsterdam on October 28. 

“I was shocked,” said Clackamas County Commissioner Ben West. “Clearly we were all a little bit 
caught oƯ guard as the story continues to unfold.” 

Fireside pleaded not guilty in March to theft, forgery, and other charges. She stands accused of 
defrauding her mother’s 83-year-old boyfriend out of roughly $30,000. 

Homeless man arrested after fire burned City Councilor Candace Avalos’ home  

According to prosecutors, Fireside visited the man at an assisted living facility, gained access to his 
bank account, and then used most of those funds to repay a previous loan from State 
Representative April Dobson. 

“I think it’s really unfortunate that voters weren’t told this information,” West said. “Her home was 
raided a week before the election, and for whatever reasons, the voters were kept in the dark.” 

As the allegations surfaced, West filed a motion to strip Fireside of her county pay and benefits – 
prompting her to resign shortly after. 

“The county was in threat. She clearly is manipulative. She clearly is very intelligent, and those 
vulnerable in our communities, and the large amount of public dollars that we deal with were at 
risk,” West said. “So, we had to take bold action. It was unprecedented what we had to do, but I’m 
glad we did, as we continue to learn more about who she is, her behaviors, and to what extent she’ll 
go to participate in criminal behavior.” 

According to a recent aƯidavit, Fireside’s ex-partner called the Clackamas County District 
Attorney’s OƯice to inform them, “she took their 9-year-old child out of school and apparently has 
fled the country.” 

‘More welcoming’: Portland introduces sidewalk cleaning service  



Investigators claim Fireside had a reservation to fly from Mexico to Amsterdam using an Austrian 
passport. An ODOJ attorney wrote, while “there were no records of other recent border crossings for 
Fireside, according to the TSA contact and OWC, Fireside may have used a fake ID to cross into 
Mexico.” 

Court records show Fireside had full custody of her son, though the couple had a parenting 
agreement before she allegedly took oƯ. 

“If I was that child’s other parent, I would be concerned. I would feel like my child’s not safe. She 
seems to be unpredictable,” West said. 

Although the ODOJ said the child is not believed to be in danger, in a statement, Oregon Attorney 
General Dan Rayfield wrote his safety remains the State’s highest priority. 

“We are working closely with law enforcement partners here and at the federal level to locate Ms. 
Fireside,” AG Rayfield said. “No one should be able to evade justice by crossing a border. We will 
continue to pursue all available avenues to ensure accountability.” 

“I hope the Department of Justice is working with U.S. Marshals. We’re talking about working with 
foreign countries now, and extradition — like, it is so complicated at this point and expensive,” West 
added. “But at the end of the day, justice must be served, and former Commissioner Melissa 
Fireside needs to be held accountable.” 

Fireside’s attorney declined to comment when asked if she knew her client had fled the country or 
has been in contact with her since. 

This is a developing story. KOIN 6 News will update this article as new information becomes 
available. 

Anyone with information about Fireside’s location is urged to contact the Oregon Department of 
Justice Criminal Division at 503.378.6347. 

 


